In 1945, Frank W. Gould published the name Elymus triticoides Buckley subsp. multiflorus Gould for robust plants that occurred in dense stands along California's central and southern coast. He found that the plants were hexaploids and displayed features of both the giant wild-rye, E. condensatus J.Presl, and beardless wild-rye, E. triticoides. This sterile hybrid has since been named Leymus triticoides (Buckley) Pilg. Darnel, long known as Lolium temulentum L., is a grass of disturbed places over much of the United States and it is also a weed of cereal and flax fields in southwest Asia where it is native. It is found widely in California, from Humboldt County south to San Diego County. As we noted in our earlier paper (Columbus and Smith 2010), Lolium L. has long been known to be phylogenetically nested within Festuca L. and we have proposed that it be subsumed within that genus. Therefore, the following new combination is required:
Festuca temulenta (L.) Columbus & J.P.Sm., comb. nov.
Basionym: Lolium temulentum L., Sp. Pl. 1: 83 (1753).
